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CALLSIGN 
Ohio Appreciates Professional Communications Operations 

November 2023 
Cheryl Pratt, President                                                                                                               Erica Walsh, 2nd Vice President  
clpratt@dps.ohio.gov                                                                                                       ewalsh@columbusairports.com                                                                
Cody Post, 1st Vice President                                                                                     Mike Banks, RPL Secretary/Treasurer (330) 331-5203 
cpost@akronohio.gov                                                                                                                mpbanks@gmail.com                                                                                                 

Callsign Editor: Dan Lutz (513) 476-6199 dlutz@westchesteroh.org 

                                                          President’s Message 
By OHIO APCO President 

Cheryl Pratt 
 

The Ohio APCO chapter held a “Mini conference” 
Wednesday September 6, 2023 thru Thursday Sep-

tember 7, 2023 at the Embassy Suites in Dublin, 
Ohio.  The guest speaker on Wednesday was Ri-

cardo Martinez host of “Within the Trenches” pod-
cast.  The two days concluded with the Goldstar 

Banquet honoring the 2022 Ohio Telecommunica-
tions awards.   

 
 

        Cheryl 
 

 
                   

November Chapter Events 
 Ohio APCO/Ohio NENA  Combined Membership Meeting 

 
Wednesday November 15th, 2023 

Veterans Memorial Building, 520 Conneaut Ave, Bowling Green, OH 
1000-1100 Ohio APCO/NENA Joint Meeting 

1100-1200 Lunch/Networking 
1230 BMV Investigations Training  

Register at www.ohioapco.org  
 
 

 

mailto:clpratt@dps.ohio.gov
mailto:ewalsh@columbusairports.com
mailto:cpost@akronohio.gov
mailto:mpbanks@gmail.com
http://www.ohioapco.org/
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APCO – INTERNATIONAL 
 

President 
Becky Neugent, CPE 
911 Director 
Autauga 911 
Prattville, AL.  
Becky@autauga911.com 
 
Board of Director- North Central Region 
 
Michael R. O’Connor 
Executive Director         
Lyons Township Area Comm.                                                         
La Grange, Il 
moconnor@itacc.org  
   
  
 
                   
Executive Council Representative  
Matthew Franke 
Butler County Communications 
Hamilton, Ohio 
mfranke@butlersheriff.org  

 
 
 

Ohio APCO Executive Committee 
 

 
President 
Cheryl Pratt 
clpratt@dps.ohio.gov  
 
Immediate Past President 
Johnna Sells 
JohnnaSells@franklincountyohio.gov 
 
Past President 
Lydia Frey 
lfrey@co.marion.oh.us   
 
1st Vice President 
Cheryl Pratt 
clpratt@dps.ohio.gov  
 
2nd Vice President 
Erica Walsh 
ewalsh@columbusairports.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Banks 
mpbanks@gmail.com 
 
Chapter Executive Council Delegate 
Matthew Franke 
mfranke@butlersheriff.org  
 
Chapter Commercial Advisor 
Mark Culbertson 
mark.culbertson@adsrecorders.com 
 
Appointed Executive Committee Positions 
Erica Walsh  
ewalsh@columbusairports.com 
 
Thomas Page 
Page.245@osu.edu  
 
 

      

 
Ohio APCO  -  Standing Committees/Chairs 

 
Constitution and By Laws Committee 
1st V.P. Cody Post, Chair 
cpost@redcenter.us 
 
Training 
Lydia Frey, Chair 
lfrey@co.marion.oh.us  
  
Nominating  
Kelley Davidson, Chair 
kdavidson@grovecityohio.gov 
 
Mike Banks 
mpbanks@gmail.com  
 
Holly Wayt 
Holly.wayt@westerville.org 
 
Satoru Persons 
Persons.4@dps.ohio-state.edu  
 
Awards & Scholarship 
Adrienne Sheffer 
ajsheffer@dps.ohio.gov 
 
Legislative 
Chapter Legislative Liaison, Jay Somerville 
jsomerville@dublin.oh.us 
 
Frequency Advisory 
Bob Bill, Chair 
Bob.bill@das.ohio.gov 
 
911 & Communications Center Mgt. Committee 
Patrick Brandt, Co-Chair 
pbrandt@co.delaware.oh.us 
 
Andrew Knapp, Co-Chair 
andrew.knapp@hamilton-co.org  
 
TERT 
Cody Post, Co-Chair                           
cpost@akronoh.gov        
 
Mory Fuhrmann, Co-Chair 
fuhrmannm@mifflin-oh.gov   
 

Additional Designations 
 

Joint Conference Committee 
Rose Chambers 
Roseanna.chambers@gmail.com 
 
Ohio APCO “Callsign” Editor 
Dan Lutz 
dlutz@westchesteroh.org 
 
Ohio ESINet PSAP Subcommittee Representative 
Jay Somerville 
jsomerville@dublin.oh.us 
 
Ohio ESINet Technical Subcommittee Representative 
Matt Franke 
mfranke@butlersheriff.org 
 
SIEC Representative 
Matt Franke 
mfranke@butlersheriff.org 
 
 

https://www.apcointl.org/people/1605/
mailto:moconnor@itacc.org
mailto:mfranke@butlersheriff.org
mailto:clpratt@dps.ohio.gov
mailto:JohnnaSells@franklincountyohio.gov
mailto:lfrey@co.marion.oh.us
mailto:clpratt@dps.ohio.gov
mailto:ewalsh@columbusairports.com
mailto:mpbanks@gmail.com
mailto:mfranke@butlersheriff.org
mailto:norberto.colon@motorolasolutions.com
mailto:ewalsh@columbusairports.com
mailto:Page.245@osu.edu
mailto:cpost@redcenter.us
mailto:lfrey@co.marion.oh.us
mailto:mpbanks@gmail.com
mailto:mpbanks@gmail.com
mailto:Holly.wayt@westerville.org
mailto:Persons.4@dps.ohio-state.edu
mailto:ajsheffer@dps.ohio.gov
mailto:jsomerville@dublin.oh.us
mailto:Bob.bill@das.ohio.gov
mailto:pbrandt@co.delaware.oh.us
mailto:andrew.knapp@hamilton-co.org
mailto:cpost@akronoh.gov
mailto:fuhrmannm@mifflin-oh.gov
mailto:Roseanna.chambers@gmail.com
mailto:dlutz@westchesteroh.org
mailto:jsomerville@dublin.oh.us
mailto:mfranke@butlersheriff.org
mailto:mfranke@butlersheriff.org


3 
 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Report    

September 6th, 2023 
 

The meeting began at 08:04 am at the Embassy 
Suites in Dublin, OH. President Pratt and Ohio 
NENA President Shaner welcomed attendees to 
the meeting.  
  
Secretary / Treasurers Report 
  
Mike Banks stated meeting minutes were posted 
online and copies were available in the room. Cody 
Post made a motion to waive reading of the 
minutes, seconded by Erica Walsh.  Motion passed 
with all in favor.  
  
Mike Banks summarized the Chapter Treasurers 
Report, APCO Checking balance: $10,130.19; 
APCO Money Market account balance: 76,265.05; 
Gold Star and Conference Checking balance: 
$25,805.24. Nick DiCicco made the motion to ac-
cept the Treasurer's report, seconded by Cody 
Post. Motion passed with all in favor. 
 

 

   

 
 

                   
  

Thanks! 
To our sponsors past, present 

and future. 
 

  November Lunch Sponsor: 
 

Rapid SOS 
 

For sponsorship opportunities 
at future meetings, please 
contact Mark Culbertson. 

 
Mark.culbertson@adsrecorders.com

Conference Committee 
  
Rose Chambers, thanked the conference commit-
tee for all their help with today's conference and 
the membership for attending.  The next full con-
ference at the Kalahari next year will be 9/8 - 
9/13.   Enjoy today, have a great time.  
 
 
Ohio 9-1-1 Program Office - Patrick Brandt 
  
Mr. Brandt stated he's here to support and help 
any way he can. The NG-911 project is underway. 
There will roundtable tomorrow as part of the 
conference. They are working on identifying addi-
tional counties that will come on with the pilot 
project.  During the third week of October we'll be 
going around state of Ohio to give an outline and 
overview of changes as a result of the changes to 
ORC 128 for all county coordinators and affiliated 
personnel.  
 

 
 
APCO AFC - Bob Bill 

  
Please check with your FCC license holders (paging, 
siren activation, etc.), a lot of licenses are expiring 
around the state because the FCC is no longer send-
ing out paper notifications.  It's a real pain if your li-
cense expires, you have to start from scratch and 
spend money to correct things.  Mr. Bill encouraged 
attendees to check the ULS for up to date contact in-
formation and highly recommended utilizing generic 
email addresses that will reach an actual person if 
the current point of contact retires prior to the li-
cense renewal period.   Reach out to Bob if you need 
help searching for and updating licenses.   

 
Executive Council - Matt Franke 
  
 Former Executive Council representation, regional 
representative for board of directors, and past chap-
ter president Jay Somerville will be retiring tomor-
row.   Mr. Franke thanked Jay for his service to the 
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chapter and the association.  Dublin PD will have an 
open house honoring Jay's retirement.  
 

Commercial Advisory - Mark Culbertson 
  
At APCO 2023 in Nashville, a last minute event was 
organized for an Ohio APCO night out. 30 agencies 
RSVP'd 40 people showed up. It was a big success, 
we'll be doing it again at upcoming events. This 
event paid for by Nice Public Safety, WSI Technol-
ogies, and Applied Digital Solutions. 
  
Training Committee - Lydia Frey 
  
October 11th is the Ohio Alerts Conference at 
OSHP Academy, registration is out there.  3 day 
CART training 10/24-10/26 - announcement will 
be going out soon. There is no cost for this train-
ing. 
  
Compassionate Care - Tom Donahue 
  
There were 3 deployments this quarter.  We are 
still looking for volunteers. If you know of any cen-
ters experiencing a loss for a critical incident 
please let Cheryl, Johnna, or Tom know.  
  
TERT update - Cody Post 
  

 INCM class in October - INTD class was 
recently hosted, 

  
  
Good of the order 
  

 Next meeting is in Bowling Green - Veter-
ans Park  

 Who’ve app being used for the mini-con-
ference and future events, looking for 
ways to approve in the future 

  
  
Adjournment: 
  
Patrick Brandt made the motion to adjourn, se-
conded by Cody Post.  Meeting adjourned at 
9:00a.m. 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2023 Gold Star Award 
nominations will open 

on 12/1/2023 and 
close  

March 29th,  2024. 
 

Links to nominate will 
be posted on the Ohio 

APCO and NENA 
websites as well as 

social media. 
 
 
 

Keep up to date on the Ohio Gold Star 
Program at: 
https://www.ohionena.org/ohio-gold-star-award-program  

or contact Chairman Brian Macmurdo  
brian.macmurdo@gmail.com . 
 

https://www.ohionena.org/ohio-gold-star-award-program
mailto:brian.macmurdo@gmail.com

